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Summer is passing us by and fall is just 

around the corner.  This year has been a 

very exciting year for the our member-

ship.  We started our in-house training 

during our general meetings to help 

beginners and intermediate understand 

how their computer and software 

works.  This summer our workshops 

were very successful starting with a Photography Work-

shop, a Vista Workshop, and an HTML-CSS Workshop.   

We are delighted to see our membership increasing 

every meeting since the start of our in-house training 

what a delight that we can help more and more computer 

users.  Recently, we purchased a new club projector and 

a new laptop, as both were worn out, to enhance our 

training. 

By the way, if you are a beginner and want to learn 

more about XP or Vista, you need to sign up for our 

next workshop, September 15th, which is entitled, 

ñComputer 101 for Beginnersò.   Rosemary Lloyd will 

be the trainer with several facilitators helping those who 

attend.  Come to the September 9th Computer Club 

meeting and sign up, and learn more about your com-

puteré.. 

ˈ Yomar Cleary 

Check out our new free desktop player that has all 

your favorite content all in one place. You can finally 

catch up on all those great shows you missedðthose 

new hit series, the ones you were too young to watch 

and some timeless classics. They're all here, and all 

available whenever you are. You'll never miss a favor-

ite show again. You can subscribe free to television 

shows and other online video contentðwhenever a 

new episode is released, it will automatically be de-

tected and added to your favorites list. The content 

will then be available for viewing on demand. So if 

you would like to try a new FREE media player give 

Adobe a try, you have nothing to lose. 
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We have a suggestion box at our meetings for 

members to express what they like about the club 

and what they would like to see improvement. 

Take the time and let the board know what types 

of presentations you like to have or what you 

would like to see in your Bearly Bytes newsletter 

Suggestion Box 
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August General Meeting 

At the August meeting, we had a fine Bar-B-Que 

and potluck dinner.  It was a fun time for enjoying 

talking with each other about various topics, includ-

ing computers.  The food was also excellent. After 

dinner, we broke into small groups for a training 

session.  It was a good opportunity to ask specific 

questions about how to do certain things on the 

computer.  As usual, folks seemed to enjoy this part 

of the meeting and the learning it provided. During 

the break people wrote down questions for the 

RAM session.  Jim Applebury addressed those and 

provided some answers. The evening concluded 

with opportunity drawings.   

Our annual Summer party was a great success.  It 

was great to see so many members and guests at-

tend.  Thanks to everyone who participated. 

ˈ Rosemary Lloyd 

 

 

Criminal Law  

Personal Injury 

Family Law 

Workersô Compensation 

Civil Litigation  

Philipson & Erdmier 
Attorneys 

719 Pine Knot Avenue     Big Bear Lake, CA 92315 

909-866-4140    909-878-2118 

Donôt Forget 

 

Bring your empty printer cartridges to the meeting. 

The printer cartridge program is a BBCC fund-raiser 

that helps us purchase supplies and pay for Big Bear 

Computer Club expenses. 

 

Thank you for your support. 
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  9    September Meeting Discovery Center  

 

 15   Workshop: Computer 101 for Beginners 

                  10-2 Discovery Center 

 

   30  Board Meeting 1:30 @ Way Back When 

September 2008 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

October 2008 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

     7  October Meeting Discovery Center  

 

     

   28  Board Meeting 1:30 @ Way Back When 

Great BBQ. 
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The Abacus Group 

For All Your Computer Needs 

Jim Applebury 

909 584-1733 

My computer is only three months old, (Toshiba lap-

top with Vista). I turned it on the other day and 

found that the CD\DVD drive could not be found. 

When researching I found many frustrated people 

with the same problem.  Seems it is a common prob-

lem in Vista but has happened to some XP owners.  

Anyway, after much research, the fix is to go to the 

m a n u f a c t u r e ô s  w e b s i t e ,  i . e . 

www.pcsupport.toshiba.com and enter ñCD/DVD 

drive not found.  They provide software to fix the 

problem.  However, in my case I had to get into the 

registry and manually remove the Upper filters and 

Lower Filters. 

Anyone experiencing this problem and can not re-

solve it can call me for advice. 909 585 7981, 

barbstuff@verizon.net 

ˈ Barbara Moore 

Officers and Key Leaders 

Presidentéééééééééé...éYomar Cleary 

878-5622                 ycleary@charter.net 

Vice Presidentééééééé.éKaren Tangeman 

585-7413                    ktangeman@charter.net 

Secretaryééééééééé..é.Rosemary Lloyd 

584-9358                    rosemary@sugarloafpc.com 

Treasureréééééééé..éé...Barbara Moore 

585-7981                    barbstuff@verizon.net 

Reviews Editorééééé.éé...Karen Tangeman 

585-7413                    ktangeman@charter.net 

Publicityéééééééé.é...é...Yomar Cleary 

878-5622                    ycleary@charter.net 

Equipment Directorééééé.é.é.Don Odekirk 

585-6728                   djodekirk@hotmail.com 

Technical Directorééééééé..é...Jim Lloyd 

584-9358                   inquiries@sugarloafpc.com 

Webmasterééééé...éééé.é.Bill Flanagan 

66-9379                      wiledwill@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editoréé.ééééé....Norene Lieser 

626-378-8178              atigtravel@gmail.com 

Membership Directorééééé.é...Dorothy Sirk 

585-3449                    dorothysirk@earthlink.net. 

Parliamentarianééééééé....David Philipson 

585-9389            philipson@philipsonerdmier.com 

Historianééééééééé.....ééNancy Hinz 

585-8095                            ncyhz@gmail.com 

Sunshine Coordinatorééé.éé.é...Grace Fross 

(951) 769-1225         gcfross@verizon.net 

For Help Line see Website 

CD\DVD drive missing? 

Have you heard this one? 

 

A guy called for help é.. 

  

Tech Support:  'I need you to  

right-click on the Open Desktop.' 

Customer: 'OK.' 

Tech Support: 'Did you get a pop-up menu?' 

Customer: 'No.' 

Tech Support:  'OK. Right-Click again. Do you see a pop-up 

menu?' 

Customer: 'No.' 

Tech Support: 'OK, sir. Can you tell me what you have done up 

until this point?' 

Customer: 'Sure. You told me to write 'click' and I wrote 

'click'.' 

  

Editorôs Corner 

The Big Bear Library Literacy Program is looking for 

volunteers who can spend one hour tutoring basic com-

puter skills.  Day and time would be arranged between 

the tutor and the student.  Please call Marta at 909) 866-

4512 after 1:00 pm Monday thru Friday for further de-

tails. 

 Literacy Program ðVolunteers needed  

http://www.pcsupport.toshiba.com/
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Instead of listing a few review programs that are 

available, I would like to inform you that any pro-

gram you are interested in and would like to install 

on your computer is probably available for review. 

All you have to do is ask for it and review it. The 

program could be on landscaping, any kind of 

crafts, digital photos, video, any kind of home 

decorating, games, office or accounting programs, 

gift cards, label, and printshop programs, any pro-

gram you are interested in having. All you have to 

do is let me know which program you would like to 

review. I will then contact the vendor and it takes 

about 10 days to receive the program. 

Sometimes the vendor will grant the reviewer a li-

cense online and all the reviewer has to do is 

download the program. Reviews are not hard to 

write; in fact they are quite easy. You are given in-

structions on how to write a review plus I have 

many samples you can look at. Also if you need 

any help all you have to do is e-mail or call me. 

Writing a review is like telling someone about the 

new program you just received. You tell them what 

you like about the program, what you donôt like, 

and how the program could be better, thatôs it. 

Thereôs your review. And you can review books, 

also. ƴ 

 

Workshop: Computer 101 for Beginners 

 

The Big Bear Computer Club is offering a Work-

shop on basic knowledge of ñComputer 101 for 

Beginnersò on Monday, September 15, 2008 from 

9:00 am until 2:00 pm.  The Workshop  will be 

held at the Big Bear Discovery Center on 40971 

Northshore in Fawnskin. 

  

Those attending are asked to bring their laptops and 

lunch.  Lunch and drinks can be purchased at the Big 

Bear Discovery Center.  For more information or to 

sign up for the Workshop, please contact the instruc-

tor, Rosemary Lloyd at (909) 584-9358 or Rose-

mary@SugarloafPC.com . ƴ 

   

Member Product Review Program 
 

JERRY  HILL,           # 400  

MARTINA HILL       # 401  

BILL TREADWELL  # 399  

Hoax Warnings go to one of the below web-

site to verify validity 

     http://www.snopes.com/  or  

 

     http://www.truthorfiction.com/ 
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Beginning Bank $2,981,74 

Cash Received 

Membership Dues 55.00 

Fundraising: Equipment 145.00 

Donations: 50/50 43.00 

Advertising 60.00 

Total Income $303.00 

Cash Disbursed  

Programs 103.00 

Other 61.84 

Total paid out $164.84 

Ending balance in Bank $3119.90 

Attackers may be able to take advantage of interna-

tionalized domain names to initiate phishing attacks 

(see Avoiding Social Engineering and Phishing At-

tacks for more information). Because there are certain 

characters that may appear to be the same but have 

different ASCII codes (for example, the Cyrillic "a" 

and the Latin "a"), an attacker may be able to "spoof" 

a web page URL.  Instead of going to a legiti-

mate site, you may be directed to a malicious site, 

which could look identical to the real one. If you sub-

mit personal or financial information while on the 

malicious site, the attacker could collect that informa-

t ion and then use and/or  sel l  i t . 

 

H o w  c a n  y o u  p r o t e c t  y o u r s e l f ? 

 

     * Type  a  URL  instead  of  following  a link - 

 T y p i n g  a  U R L  i n t o  a 

browser  rather  than  clicking  a link within a web 

page or email mes-

sage  will   mini-

m i z e  y o u r 

risk. By doing this, 

you are more  

likely to visit the 

legit imate site 

rather than a mali-

cious site that sub-

stitutes similar-looking characters. 

 

     * Keep  your browser up to date - Older versions 

of browsers made it easier  for  attack-

ers  to  spoof  URLs,  but  most newer browsers  in-

corporate  certain  protections.  Instead of displaying 

the URL that you "think" you are visiting, most 

browsers now display the converted URL with the 

"xn--" string. 

 

     * Check  your  browser's  status bar - If you move 

your mouse over a link  on  a  web page, the status 

bar of your browser will usually dis-

play  the  URL  that the link references. If you see a 

URL that has an unexpected domain name (such as 

one with the "xn--" string mentioned above), you 

have likely encountered an internationalized domain 

name. If you were not expecting an internationalized 

August Cash Flow  What Are Some Security Concerns? 

About Bearly Bytes 

Bearly Bytes, past winner of SWUGC & APCUG Newsletter 

contests. is the official publication of the Big Bear Computer 

Club. Views expressed in Bearly Bytes are those of the authors 

and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Big Bear Com-

puter Club. Other computer user groups are welcome to reprint 

our articles as long as they give credit to the author and Bearly 

Bytes, Big Bear Computer Club. 

Submissions: All BBCC members are encouraged to send let-

ters, articles, questions, and comments to Bearly Bytes for in-

clusion in future issues. Submit as plain text in the body of an 

email and attach any graphics as JPEG or GIF format. Send to 

Yomar Cleary 

ñInstead of going to a 

legitimate site, you may be 

directed to a malicious site, 

which could look identical to 

the real oneò 
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domain name or know that the legitimate site 

should  

(Continued on page 7) 

not need one, you may want to reconsider visiting 

the site. Browsers such as Mozilla and Firefox in-

clude an option in their security settings about 

whether to allow the status bar text to be modified. 

(Continued from page 6) 

When you think about doing any kind of writing, 

the software that probably comes to mind is Micro-

soft Word or OpenOffice.org Writer. They're pow-

erful, they're big, and they pack a lot of features and 

functions. But many of us don't use a fraction of 

those features and functions. Let's face it, writing a 

letter in Word is overkill. 

 

Luckily, Word and Writer aren't the only games in 

town. If your word processing needs are modest, 

then you have a number of lighter and free alterna-

tives.  

On the desktop 

There was a time when a large number of light-

weight word processors were available. Sure, many 

of them were of dubious quality, but they gave you 

other options. Most of them have been swallowed 

by a digital black hole. That said, you still have 

some solid choices -- two of which are AbiWord 

and Yeah Write. 

  

AbiWord  

AbiWord is an Open Source word processor that 

runs on multiple operating systems. There are ver-

sions for Linux, Windows, MacOS, and QNX. 

There's also a version for the PortableApps suite. 

AbiWord looks like a stripped-down version of 

Word -- you can access all of the major features 

from the tool bar. These include bullets and num-

bering, text justification, printing, paragraph and  

character styles, and columns. From the menus, you 

can use AbiWord's mail merge and add tables to a 

document.  Whatôs really impressive about Abi-

Word is itôs range documents import and export 

filters. It can pull in documents in such formats                           
(continued in next column) 

 

Alternatives in Word Processing 

(continued from prior column) 

Microsoft Word, OpenDocument (which can be read 

by OpenOffice.org Writer), WordPerfect, plain test, 

and HTML. AbiWord can save documents in the same 

formats, along with a few others including PDF, La-

TeX, and KWord. 

Keep in mind that the import and export processes 

arenôt perfect. With simple documents, it works well, 

but with more complex Word and OpenOffice.org 

Writer documents, not all of the formatting will come 

through., Or, AbiWord may choke on a file and crash. 

Another interesting and useful feature is AbiWordôs 

set of plugins. These are small programs that expand 

AbiWordôs capabilities. Many of the plug-in are for 

importing and exporting documents. The rest do other 

things. Like look up dictionary definitions or transla-

tions of highlighted words, open images in graphic 

software, and even do some test to speech conversion. 

One weakness that AbiWord has, though, is a lack of 

templates. It comes with about a dozen simple tem-

plates, most of which you will probably never use. If 

you have any special needs in this area, you will either 

have to create the templates yourself or import docu-

ments in other formats and then save them as tem-

plates. 

Yeah Write 

This isnôt 

like any other 

word proces-

sor that you 

have ever 

seen. Devel-

oped by 

some refu-

gees from 

WordPerfect Corporation, Yeah Write is designed to 

be an application that anyone can use immediately. Itôs 

meant for people who need to quickly write a letter or 

a memo without having to worry about dealing with a 

dizzying array of templates and wizards and options. 

Instead of the usual menus, toolbars, and files Yeah 

Write is set up as a series of drawers. Each drawer ð 

there are five of them, and you can set one up for each 

member of your family or for a different set of tasks 

ð includes a set of document types that are grouped 

as tabs. The tabs include diary, general, journal, let-

ters, memos, and notes. 

To get going, you open a drawer and then click on a 

tab. From there, double click in the field and a                                             
(continued on Page 8) 

http://www.openoffice.org/product/writer.html
http://www.abiword.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/QNX
http://portableapps.com/apps/office/abiword_portable
http://www.portableapps.com/
http://www.geeks.com/products.asp?cat=PRN
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(continued from Page 7) 
document window pops up. Each window has a set of pre-defined fields -- for example, when creating a letter, 

there are fields for the salutation, text of the letter, and the closing. Aside from being able to change text styles, 

changing spacing and fonts, and adding lists, Yeah Write doesn't support any complex formatting. There are 

no tables or columns, and you can't insert graphics or change the layout of a page. 

 

On top of that, Yeah Write only has a limited number of import and export filters. These include WordPerfect 

5.1 (anyone remember using that?), Rich Text Format (RTF), and plain text. In this case, though, simplicity 

wins out over advanced features. 

  

On the Web 

Many people, myself included, believe that the desktop is slowly becoming a thing of the past and that we'll 

eventually be doing just about everything on the Web. The number of Web applications is rapidly increasing, 

and one area in which there's a lot of growth is word processing, something that Google Docs and BuzzWord 

(among others) are demonstrating. 

  

Google Docs  

I use the word processor component of Google Docs quite extensively for writing articles (including 

TechTips), for drafts of longer documents, and even for the occasional blog post. What Google Docs offers, 

among other factors, is simplicity. You can pretty much log into 

Google Docs, create a new document, and start writing. 

 

As you need to, you can add formatting by clicking a toolbar button or 

choosing an option from a menu. Every feature that you need is liter-

ally a click or two away. 

 

The layout of the default view is like a spartan version of the word 

processors you may know and love. The layout is a fixed width, but 

there are no visible page breaks. If you find that layout a bit cramped, 

you can switch to one that spans the width of your browser window. 

 

With Google Docs, you get the usual formatting -- tables, lists, graphics, indents, and the like -- as well as the 

ability to insert links, comments, bookmarks, and special characters. You can even select the language for the 

spelling checker and count the number of words in a document. 

 

If you need to save a document to your desktop computer or laptop computer, you can do so in the following 

formats: Word, OpenDocument, RTF, PDF, HTML, and text. Or, you can upload Word, OpenOffice.org 

Writer, StarOffice, text, or HTML files to Google Docs. You might lose some formatting, depending on the 

complexity of the document. 

 

In July, 2008, Google added a template gallery to Google Docs. The templates are a mixed bag -- some are 

good, and most you can ignore. But they do expand the options available with this application. 

 

BuzzWord  

BuzzWord is a recent entry into the Web-based word processor space. Its developer, Adobe Systems, has in-

corporated BuzzWord into the Acrobat.com online service. 

 

BuzzWord is a flashy application, literally. It was created using Flash, but I have to admit that it's one of the 

smoothest Flash-based programs that I've ever used. The interface is very slick, with toolbars that stay out of  

your way until you need them and a well-defined text area. You'll have to install the latest version of Flash

(9.0.124.0 at the time of this writing).                                                                    (continued on Page 9) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wordperfect
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rich_Text_Format
http://docs.google.com/
http://www.geeks.com/techtips/default.asp
http://www.geeks.com/products.asp?cat=SYS&cm_mmc=geekmail-_-techtips-_-10aug08_techtips-_-storylink
http://www.geeks.com/products.asp?cat=NBB&cm_mmc=geekmail-_-techtips-_-10aug08_techtips-_-storylink
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/StarOffice
http://www.acrobat.com/
http://www.adobe.com/shockwave/download/download.cgi?P1_Prod_Version=shockwaveFlash
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Microsoft Health Value is a new online service de-

signed to put you in control of your health informa-

tion. A free HealthVault account helps you collect, 

store, and share information with family members and 

gives you a choice of applications and devices to help 

manage your fitness, diet, and health. Look for the 

HealthVault logo on devices such as blood pressure 

devices, scales, heart rate monitors, pedometers, and 

more to they are compatibility with the program.  ƴ 

 

(Continued from Page 8) 

While BuzzWord's 

interface is very slick, 

it's also very simple. 

Like just about every 

other application out 

there, it has a set of menus and toolbars. But the 

toolbar are unique in that they stay out of your way 

until you need them. Click on a toolbar icon and it 

expands to show you the available choices. 

 

Formatting is limited. You can change fonts and 

paragraph styles, add lists, as well as insert images, 

tables, and comments. BuzzWord doesn't have real 

paragraph styles like Body Text or Heading 1. In-

stead, it forces you to apply manual formatting to 

create headers and the like. This is cumbersome, and 

can cause problems if you decide you want to 

change a style that's been applied throughout your 

document. 

 

When it comes time to share your document with the 

world, you can export it as a PDF, or any of these 

files: Microsoft Word, RTF, HTML, text, or Open-

Document. On top of that, you can import Word, 

text, or RTF. Not all of the formatting comes over 

properly. For detailed information about the prob-

lems you may encounter, check the BuzzWord help. 

 

Conclusion  

Lightweight word processors aren't for everyone. 

But if you need to quickly write something and don't 

want the overhead of one of the big guns of word 

processing, then they're a great choice. Best of all, 

most (if not all) of them are free. Small, fast, inex-

pensive, and easy to use. That's a killer combination! 

ƴ 

Keep Track of Your Health Info 

with Microsoft HealthVault  

August Door Prize Winners 

 

AZTECA GRILL  
Open Daily 

11:00 am - 9:00 pm 

DINE IN  

TAKE OUT  

CATERING  
40199 Big Bear Blvd. 

Big Bear Lake 

California 

909 866-2350 

Chaz Langdonð2 DVD+R & 1 CD-R by Verbatim  

Teresa Hulettð Home Networking Annoyances 

book by OôReilly  

Rosemary Lloyd- 1 medium tee-shirt by Microsoft   

Nancy Hinz - 1 year subscription to Smart Com-

puting Magazine  

Pat Kelly - Studio Ultimate version 11 by    

Pinnacle  

Kim Dunn - DVD MovieFactory 4 Disc Creator 

by Ulead  


