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òWe had to buy online -   
They outsourced Santa this year!ó 
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Bearly Bytes Newsletter, past winner of SWUGC 
& APCUG Newsletter contests. is the official publi-
cation of the Big Bear Computer Club. Views ex-
pressed in Bearly Bytes are those of the authors 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Big 
Bear Computer Club. Other computer user groups 
are welcome to reprint our articles as long as they 
give credit to the author and Bearly Bytes, Big Bear 
Computer Club. 
 

 

Submissions: All BBCC members are encour-
aged to send letters, articles, questions, and com-
ments to Bearly Bytes for inclusion in future issues. 
Submit as plain text in the body of an email and 
attach any graphics as JPEG or GIF format.  
 

Send to Yomar Cleary ï ycleary@charter.net 
 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 
 

2012 Workshop Survey 
 

Topics: 
 

Beginning Computers              ____ 

Microsoft Windows 7 Basics               ____ 

Digital Photography                ____ 

Microsoft Windows Basic Maintenance          ____ 

How to do Web Searches               ____ 

Email Basics                 ____ 

Facebook                 ____ 

Ebay                  ____ 

Other _____________________________________ 
 

Dates: ____________________________________ 

Copy and paste into your email and submit to: 
 

Rosemary Lloyd ï rosemary@sugarloafpc.com 

About Bearly Bytes 
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The internet is at our fingertips with the widespread use of internet-enabled devices such as smart phones 
and tablets. When traveling and shopping anytime, and especially during the holidays, consider the wireless 
network you are using when you complete transactions on your internet-enabled device. 
 

Know the risks 
 

Your smart phone, tablet, or other internet-enabled device is a full-fledged computer. It is susceptible to risks 
inherent in online transactions. When shopping, banking, or sharing personal information online, take the 
same precautions with your smart phone or other internet-enabled device that you do with your personal com-
puter and then some. The mobile nature of these devices means that you should also take precautions for the 
physical security of your device (see Protecting Portable Devices: Physical Security for more information) and 
consider the way you are accessing the internet. 
 

Do not use public Wi-Fi networks 
 

Avoid using open Wi-Fi networks to conduct personal business, bank, or shop online. Open Wi-Fi networks at 
places such as airports, coffee shops, and other public locations present an opportunity for attackers to inter-
cept sensitive  information that you would provide to complete an online transaction. 
 

If you simply must check your bank balance or make an online purchase while you are traveling, turn off your 
device's Wi-Fi connection and use your mobile device's cellular data internet connection instead of making 
the transaction over an unsecure Wi-Fi network. 
 

Turn off Bluetooth when not in use 
 

Bluetooth-enabled  accessories can be helpful, such as earpieces for hands-free talking and external key-
boards for ease of typing. When these devices are not in use, turn off the Bluetooth setting on your phone. 
Cyber criminals have the capability to pair with your phone's open Bluetooth connection when you are not us-
ing it and steal personal information. 
 

Be cautious when charging 
 

Avoid connecting your mobile device to any computer or charging station that you do not control, such as a 
charging station at an airport terminal or a shared computer at a library. Connecting a mobile device to a com-
puter using a USB cable can allow software running on that computer to interact with the phone in ways that a 
user may not anticipate. As a result, a malicious computer could gain access to your sensitive data or install 
new software. 
 

Don't Fall Victim to Phishing Scams 
 

If you are in the shopping mode, an email that appears to be from a legitimate retailer might be difficult to re-
sist. If the deal looks too good to be true, or the link in the email or attachment to the text seems suspicious, 
do not click on it! 
 

What to do if your accounts are compromised 
 

If you notice that one of your online accounts has been hacked, call the bank, store, or credit card company 
that owns your account. Reporting fraud in a timely manner helps minimize the impact and lessens your per-
sonal liability. You should also change your account passwords for any online services associated with your 
mobile device using a different computer that you control. If you are the victim of identity theft, additional infor-
mation is available from http://www.idtheft.gov/  Cyber Security Tip ST11-001    

 

Produced in 2011 by US-CERT, a government organization.     

 

Holiday Traveling With Personal Internet-Enabled Devices   

   

  Children seldom misquote. In fact, they usually repeat word for word what you shouldn't have said.                              
                                               

                                               ~Author Unknown 
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The free service at the My Phone section of  windowsphone.com can ring, lock, erase, or show your phone 
on a map from any Internet-connected computer. Find My Phone makes it easier to recover your phoneðor 
to prevent someone from using it without your permission. Note: If you're having trouble getting Find My 
Phone to work, see Troubleshooting Find My Phone on windowsphone.com in Microsoft Support.  
 

To map your phone's location 
1. On your computer, open a web browser, go to windowsphone.com, and sign in using the same Windows 
Live ID you use on your phone. 
2. Click My Phone, and then click Find My Phone. Follow the instructions in the dialog box (you'll only need 
to do this onceðafter that, your phone will automatically show up on the map when you go to Find My 
Phone). 
3. If your PC is connected to a printer, click Print to make a hard copy of your phone's location.  

 

Tips:  Not seeing the latest location? Click Refresh. 
Å If you've scrolled the map and lost track of your phone's location on it, click Center on map. 

 

To make your phone ring 
1. On your computer, open a web browser, go to windowsphone.com, and sign in using the same Windows 
Live ID you use on your phone. 
2. Click My Phone, and then click Find My Phone.  
3.Click Ring, then follow the instructions in the dialog box (you'll only need to do this the first time you ring 
your phone).  

 

Tip:  When you ring your phone, it will ring even if the volume is off or it's on vibrate mode. 
 

To lock your phone and show a message 
1. On your computer, open a web browser, go to windowsphone.com, and sign in using the same Windows 
Live ID you use on your phone. 
2. Click My Phone, and then click Find My Phone.  
3. Click Lock, then follow the instructions in the dialog box. If you don't already have a password set up on 
your phone, you'll need to enter oneðyou'll use it to unlock the phone when you get it back. You can also 
type a message to display on your phone's screen. Typically you'd enter an alternative phone number or an 
email address, so someone who finds your phone can contact you.  

 

To erase your phone 
1. On your computer, open a web browser, go to windowsphone.com, and sign in using the same Windows 
Live ID you use on your phone. 
2. Click My Phone, and then click Find My Phone.  
3. Click Erase. On the confirmation screen, do one of the following: 
Å To start erasing your phone, select Yes! Erase my phone immediately, and then click Erase.  
Å  If you've changed your mind, click Cancel. 

 

Warning:  Be careful! This is your last chance to back out. 
 

Note: It's a good idea to let your mobile operator know that you've lost your phone.  
 

To change settings for Find My Phone 
You can set up Find My Phone to save your location every few hours or to use push notifications instead of 
text messages to send commands to your phone. Change these settings on your phone, not on your PC. 
1. On Start, flick left to the App list, then tap Settings .  
2. Tap Find My Phone. 
3. Select one or both of the following: 1. Connect to these features faster (may use more battery). The Find 
My Phone service uses text messaging to send commands to your phone. Check this option to use push no-
tifications instead. Why? Push notifications can be faster than text messages, and if your mobile operator 
charges you for each incoming text message, push notifications might also be cheaper. Also, My Phone can 
only send 15 text messages to your phone in a three-day period. With push notifications, there's no limit.  
2. Save my location every few hours for better mapping. Microsoft can save your phone's location details 
every few hours so that if your phone is out of range or the battery dies, we can still show your phone's last-
known location on a map 

Find a Lost Phone 
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The following members have generously offered 

to help you with your PC problems by phone or 

by email: 
 

Windows Beginners                  Yomar Cleary 

909.878.5622                    ycleary@charter.net 
 

Windows XP, Vista, 7   Rosemary Lloyd 

909.584.9358          Rosemary@bigbearcc.org 
 

MS Outlook                            Rosemary Lloyd 

909.584.9358          Rosemary@bigbearcc.org 
 

MS Excel                                Yomar Cleary 

909.878.5622                    ycleary@charter.net 
 

MS Publisher                    Yomar Cleary 

909.878.5622                    ycleary@charter.net 
 

 Digital Photos                          Barbara Moore 
 909.585.7981          barbmoorebbl@gmail.com 

 
 

CD Burning                           Rosemary Lloyd 
909.584.9358           rosemary@bigbearcc.org 

 
 Adobe Photoshop                    Rick Edwards 

Photoshop Lightroom   

909.547.0109                   rick235@charter.net 

The Computer Club provides training at 
the monthly meetings when there is no 
presenter. SIG groups are also available. 
 

Beginners are welcome to attend the 
meetings on the 1st Thursday of the 
month at the Discovery Center, 5:30 pm.  
Bring a friend. First 2 visits are free!  
 

Membership is $25 and spouse $5. All 
recurring membership dues are due in 
January. 

HelpLine 

 

President......................................Rosemary Lloyd 

909.584.9358              rosemary@sugarloafpc.com 
 

 

Vice Presidentééééééééé.Yomar Cleary 

909.878.5622                          ycleary@charter.net 
 

 

 Treasurer........................................Barbara Moore 
 909.585.7981                barbmoorebbl@gmail.com 

 

 

Secretaryééééééé.é..éé...Tina Nazarian 

909.633.4516            Tina_Nazarian@hotmail.com 
 

Director at Large é.é..é..................John Bryan  

714.722.7514                         jrbryan@azweb.com 
 

Webmaster........................................Bill Flanagan 

909.866.9379                            bill@bigbearcc.org 
 

Newsletter Editor..............................Eileen Bryan 

714.580.4784                    eileenbrn6@yahoo.com 
 

 Publicity...........................................Yomar Cleary 

909.878.5622                          ycleary@charter.net 
 

Equipment Chair...............................Don Odekirk 

909.585.6728                    djodekirk@hotmail.com 
 

Technical Advisor.................................Jim Lloyd 

909.584.9358              inquiries@sugarloafpc.com 
 

Refreshments Chair...ééééé Sharon Teeter 

909.585.2026              sharonteeter1@verizon.net 

  

 Membership Chair....ééééé....Tina Nazarian 

909.633.4516           Tina_Nazarian@hotmail.com 
 

Parliamentarian............................David Philipson 

909.585. 9389     philipson@philipsonerdmier.com 
 

Historian..............................................Nancy Hinz 

909.585.8095                             ncyhz@gmail.com 
 

Sunshine Chair.................................Eileen Bryan 

714.580.4784                    eileenbrn6@yahoo.com 
 

Name Tags - 50/50ééééééé...Dorothy Sirk 

909.585.3449            dorothymsirk@earthlink.com  

Officers and Key Leaders 

mailto:allenbnc@yahoo.com
mailto:allenbnc@yahoo.com
mailto:allenbnc@yahoo.com
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Presidentõs Message - Rosemary Lloyd 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Hello All 
 
 
I hope that you had a wonderful Christmas and a fine 
New Yearôs holiday season. We spent some fun time 
with family and friends. 
 
The Winter season is officially here, since Dec. 22.  
The days are gradually becoming longer (hooray!).  It 
is one of my favorite times. 
 
At the January 5, 2012 meeting, the club will be hold-
ing elections. Members who attend will vote in the 
Board Members for this new year. I look forward to 
seeing as many of you as possible. 
 
Do you have new electronic toys since Christmas?  If 
you have questions about new computer related items, 
feel free to ask them at the meeting.  Did you receive 
something exciting?  Bring it to show and tell. 
 
I have an older computer that Jim installed Windows 8 
onto.  Perhaps I will bring it along and try a live demo.  
It has some unique features. 
 
See you soon. 
 
Rosemary Lloyd 

Bits & Bytes 
 

 

 
 
   
  

 

 

www. techbargains .com  

website devoted to helping users find the best tech-
nology products and the lowest price 

Email Trick 
 

Did you know there is a way to "key" your email 
responses? This little trick will allow you to track 
the source of your emails. (to a certain degree) Af-
ter you type in an ordinary email link, add a ques-
tion mark and subject= + any text you want, like 
this: mailto:jim@crawforddirect.com?subject=control 
 

Click on it. Your email program will open up as 
usual with my address already in place, but the 
"key" is that the subject line will be filled in too! If 
people don't change the subject line, you will know 
where they clicked to email you. 
 

You can even include a link and text in the body 
area if you want. For example, Click this. You can 
make an email link to encourage your customers to 
share your website with their friends. I explain it in 
more detail in this tip.  Source: crawforddirect.com 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Video Converter UTube, etc. 
http://www.aura4you.com/?

gclid=CLzkpaW4j6ICFRuenAodiAgnaA 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

There are hundreds of free songs and millions 

more to buy on Android Market. The music you 

choose is automatically stored in your Google Mu-

sic library and instantly ready to play or download. 

Learn More    http://music.google.com/about/ 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Check this out! Type appwiz.cpl into your program 
search bar é Voil¨! you are now in Programs & 
Features. How cool!  
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

Donôt forget to check out COOL LINKS on Page 8 
  

http://www.techbargains.com
mailto:jim@crawforddirect.com?subject=control
mailto:?subject=computer%20shortcut%20article%20&body=I%20thought%20you%20would%20find%20this%20article%20useful.%20http://www.crawforddirect.com/control.html
http://www.crawforddirect.com/../candles.htm
https://market.android.com/details?id=music_series_overview_theme_2011_10_29&utm_source=en-music-lp&utm_medium=shop&tum_campaign=en-us-gml-lp&utm_content=free-songs
https://market.android.com/music?utm_source=en-music-lp&utm_medium=shop&utm_campaign=en-us-gml-lp&utm_content=android-market
http://www.google.com/support/androidmarket/bin/answer.py?&answer=1738509
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Computer Hardware Ports: What They Are and What They Do 
 

 

Itôs likely that youôve heard the term óportô used in reference to computers, but you may now know exactly 
what a port is or how it is used. You may also be wondering if you actually need ports on your computer. The 
answer to that question is undoubtedly yes. Your computerôs ports allow you to plug various cables and piec-
es of equipment into your computer. Theyôre the holes in various shapes you see on the back, sides or front 
of your computer or laptop. 
 

Types of Ports 
 

The first thing youôll realize when you look at the ports on your computer is that they are not all the same size 
and shape. This is because there are several types of ports. The most commonly used port on any computer 
is the USB port. Itôs a thin, rectangular port that has a white or black piece inside. Computers typically have 
three or more USB ports since so many devices plug into them. Gadgets that utilize the USB port include key-
boards, mice, flash drives and mobile phones. 
 

Another common port found on most computers is the VGA port. This port is D-shaped and has 15 holes ar-
ranged in three rows. This port allows users to plug a monitor into the computer. Although not necessary for 
laptop users, anyone using a tower-style computer needs a monitor to use the computer. 
 

There are quite a few other types of ports that can be found on computers, including FireWire, HDMI and 
Ethernet. Youôll want to make sure you have a compatible port for all devices you plan to plug into your com-
puter. Any time youôre shopping for computers or peripheral devices (devices that plug into your computer), 
make sure you check to see if youôve got the right types of ports. 
 

Why You Need Ports 
 

Computer ports are essential for all computers. Many devices will not work if they arenôt connected to your 
computer via some type of port. While there are several types of technology that allow devices to interact with 
your computer wirelessly, including WiFi and Bluetooth, certain things must be done via a direct cable con-
nection. One example of this is charging your iPod or smart phone. You can transfer files wirelessly using 
Bluetooth, but you must connect the device via a cord to charge it. 
 

Many computers these days come with wireless networking cards built in. A wireless network card allows you 
to connect to a computer network as well as the Internet without plugging anything into your computer. You 
may be wondering why these same computers also have an Ethernet port, which is the port needed to con-
nect to a computer network via an Ethernet cable. There are two main reasons to make sure your computer 
has an Ethernet port as well as a wireless card. First, in the event your wireless card fails, youôll want a back-
up way to connect to your network and the Internet. 
 

If you return home one day to find out you have no Internet connectivity, youôll need to troubleshoot your 
equipment to find out which component isnôt working properly. Most Internet service providers will ask you to 
connect your computer directly to your modem with an Ethernet cable so they can help you determine if itôs 
the wireless connection or the Internet connection that isnôt working. 
 

Certain types of ports are standard on all computers, while others, including older port types and newer high-
tech ports, may not be. Before purchasing a new computer or any other devices, make sure youôve got ports 
to accommodate the various devices you plan to use with your computer. As you can see, ports are vital to 
your computer to work in the way youôd like it to. You would be very limited without them!  ~ WorldStart.com 

 

Get 40% off books from O'Reilly, Microsoft Press, No Starch, Paraglyph, PC Publishing, Pragmat-

ic Bookshelf, Rocky Nook, SitePoint, or YoungJin books and 50% off ebooks you purchase direct-

ly from O'Reilly.  Just use code DSUG when ordering online or by phone 800-998-9938 

http://post.oreilly.com/rd/9z1zsj1n5rh32ffr3i3tti77mk656ems566k213llh8
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Conõt from pg. 6 

 

 
 

Free Basic Computer Training for Seniors (and others) - by Ira Wilsker 
 

 

WEBSITES: 
http://www.ilovefreesoftware.com/02/webware/5-free-websites-how-to-use-computer.html 
http://www.internet4classrooms.com/on-line.htm 
http://www.seniorsguidetocomputers.com 
http://www.internet101.org 
http://www.eldy.eu 
http://www.meganga.com/lessons/ 
 

As many of you already know, I occasionally volunteer to teach some computer classes at the Best Years 
Center. I am well aware that seniors probably make up the largest group of new computer users, as many 
had lived their entire lives without utilizing many of the current technologies. I was pleasantly surprised when I 
saw an article recently published on the "I Love Free Software" website, "5 Free Websites for Seniors on How 
to Use Computer and Internet" (ilovefreesoftware.com/02/webware/5-free-websites-how-to-use-
computer.html). As its title describes, it listed and reviewed five websites that offered free training for seniors 
(and anyone else) who could use some basic training on computing, popular software, and the internet. 
 

The first website listed that I visited was "The Senior's Guide to Computers" at seniorsguidetocomputers.com. 
At first glance, I was very impressed by the wealth and quality of information available. This one website, by 
itself, is totally capable of providing anyone, novice to geek, with a broad variety of information, ranging from 
the basics (common computer terms illustrated and explained), email, the internet, PC safety and security, 
the necessity of backing up ("Probably the single most important task you'll perform"), hardware, and soft-
ware. By starting at the beginning, the basics, and progressing through the short illustrated lessons, the user 
will be able to understand and master the functions of a computer and its operating system,  and how to make 
maximum utilization of the internet. Everything is covered including what to look for in a computer, the compo-
nents and parts of a computer, the differences between the types of internet service providers (ISPs), meth-
ods of backing up critical data, proper security precautions and software, different types of software (including 
freeware), email use and safety, and just about any other practical computer topic. While clearly directed at 
seniors, the content and lessons on this website would be appropriate for anyone of any age to learn about 
personal computing. For this purpose, "The Senior's Guide to Computers" is one of the best websites that I 
have ever seen. 
 

Another basic computer training website, with professionally organized free lessons, is Meganga's "Free 
Basic Computer Training" available online at meganga.com/lessons. Consisting of 94 lessons, the user is free 
to choose whatever topics he finds necessary or interesting. At the most basic level are 28 "Free Beginner 
Lessons" which include an orientation to the computer; exercises on how to use a mouse, a cursor, and the 
keyboard; guide to the desktop and icons; creating desktop icons and gadgets; how to use the start menu, 
applications, and Windows; how to create documents, files and folders; internet web browser basics, homep-
ages, address bar, toolbars, search engines, and hyperlinks; how to complete online forms; and detailed in-
structions on how to create, send, and read email. A dozen lessons instruct the user on the basics of popular 
software, including Word, WordPad, Internet Explorer, Google Chrome, Excel, and Hotmail. Meganga's "Free 
Basic Computer Training" is also an excellent resource to teach anyone the basics of computing, and how to 
use the internet and popular software programs. 
 

For anyone needing some intermediate or advanced training in computer topics, Internet4Classrooms (I4C) at 
internet4classrooms.com/on-line.htm offers over a dozen free online groups of tutorials on popular software 
packages and operating systems. Each group of tutorials consists of an orderly series of lessons which are 
easy to comprehend and master.  For users of Microsoft Office (and its clones and competitors such as 
OpenOffice and LibreOffice), lessons are provided in Excel (spreadsheet), PowerPoint (presentation pro-
gram), and Word (word processor). As an example, the "Basic Word Tutorial" consists of nine distinct lessons 
starting with a basic overview of Word, and ending with the user creating a newsletter.  
 
 

The "Advanced Word Topics" includes such tasks as mail merge, converting Word to PowerPoint, using hy-
perlinks in Word, writing equations, special fonts, how to use the thesaurus, and how to determine the reading 
level of a passage.                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                     Continued on page 8 
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I4C also includes lessons on software applications including Internet Explorer (web 
browser) and Dreamweaver (sophisticated web design software used to create professional web pages). De-
tailed tutorials are available that cover both the Windows and Macintosh operating systems, as well as les-
sons on how to troubleshoot both Windows and Mac operating systems. These I4C lessons are a great tool 
for learning how to use the products covered, and are suitable for those who have already mastered the ba-
sics of computing but want to advance their skills. 
 

Several of the seniors that I teach are interested primarily in using the internet, mostly to be able to surf the 
web, and send and receive emails. The "Internet 101" website at internet101.org provides instructions on the-
se tasks, as well as the other online activities that more advanced users would like to do. Internet 101 con-
sists of several dozen internet topics ranging from the most basic descriptions of the internet and its history, 
to advanced uses of the internet.  Covered are basic instructions on how to use the internet; selecting an in-
ternet provider; using email; online shopping; blogs; online safety and security; web searches (including how 
to find street addresses and internet road maps); selecting a browser; online chat; using Skype, VoIP and oth-
er online phone services; how to view streaming movies (such as Netflix and YouTube); social networking; 
building websites and registering domain names; and several other interesting internet related topics. Internet 
101 is an excellent way for anyone to learn about the basic and advanced features of the internet. 
 

Some of the seniors that I work with have told me that they do not want anything fancy, and want the most 
simple software available to surf the web, do email, and other related basic online tasks. An Italian company, 
"Eldy Seniors' Computer Software" (www.eldy.eu) is offering a free software utility that creates a desktop with 
just a few large buttons, each of which automates basic internet tasks. According the Eldy website, "Eldy is a 
software that turns any standard PC into an easy-to-use computer for people that have never used a comput-
er before. (Eldy) Provides an easy six buttons interface email, internet, chat, videoconferencing, documents, 
pictures, Skype and more." The group that created and distributes the Eldy software describes its purpose as, 
"Eldy Association is a group reaching out to the elderly and disabled community offering a combination of 
technological tools and human support with the purpose of reducing their isolation, and loneliness. Eldy en-
courages people to stay active and social." The Eldy software is available for Windows, Mac, and Linux oper-
ating systems, and is available in 22 languages. It is a large download (the Windows version of Eldy is a 
40.6mb download), but it includes a browser, email client, online TV viewer, and other utilities. The heart of 
Eldy is "The Square" which is a desktop with six large buttons, one each for sending and receiving email, 
surfing the web, participating in online chats, viewing "Eldy TV", managing the user's personal profile, and a 
tools button with additional utilities. For the user who wants a functional but minimalist web experience, this 
"Square" can provide it. When the email button is clicked, a simple email menu opens where the user can 
simply create emails, and add attachments or embed images. Eldy can create and maintain email address 
books, and handle other email functions, all with a single click. To open and read an email also takes a single 
click, with Eldy automatically handling any attachments or embedded images. The large  "Surf the Web" but-
ton opens a simple browser, where favorites and bookmarks are displayed as large buttons that display a 
miniature of the webpage. The chat button allows the user to join a chat room, start a chat, or otherwise com-
municate with anyone using a compatible chat client. The Eldy TV button opens a language specific assort-
ment of streaming TV and video, including CNN, BBC, Hulu, YouTube, TED, VIMEO, and other streaming 
media; simply clicking on the appropriate button starts the streaming video and TV. The Tools button includes 
a notepad utility, a documents viewer (displays images, video, and several document formats), and allows the 
user to make free telephone calls over the internet using a basic form of the popular Skype service. For the 
senior who is averse to modern technology, but still wants to have the benefits of the internet, Eldy would be 
a good choice. 
 

By utilizing as appropriate any of these five services, from the simplicity of Eldy to the sophistication of Me-
ganga and Internet4Classrooms, seniors, and anyone else interested in learning about computers and the 
internet may freely do so.  

Continued from page 7 
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Beginning Bank $2,383.19 
 

Membership Dues 0.00 

Fundraising Equipment 51.50 

Donations: 50/50 0.00 

Advertising 0.00 

Other Income 0.00 

Income $51.50 

Total Income  $2434.69 
 

Promotion 11.41 

Due & Fees 0.00 

Supplies 0.00 
 

Total paid out $11.41 
 

 

Ending balance in Bank                       $2423.28 

Cash Flow ï November 2011 

 

                        COOL LINKS   
email.about.com/ 
plaxo.com/ 
dummies.com/ 

dealnews.com/  

komando.com/ 

legalzoom.com 

healthvault.com/ 

howtogeek.com/ 

iceforhelp.com/ 

bestsites.fws1.com/ 

clarkhoward.com/ 

portableapps.com/  

stumbleupon.com/ 

customguide.com/ 

academicearth.org/  

all-freemagazines.com/ 

addbalance.com/usersguide/ 

emergencycareforyou.org/ 

naturalabstraction.com/birds_ebook.html 

all-freemagazines.com/Free-Computer-Magazines/                          
 

*** FREE KINDLE READING APPS ***  
 

amazon.com/gp/kindle/kcp     
 

read.amazon.com/     

 
 

 

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS IN 

BEARLY BYTES NEWSLETTER  
 

BUSINESS CARD SIZE AD  
 

We are always looking for more advertiser 

supporters. If you, or someone you know 

would like to advertise, please contact  

Yomar Cleary at ycleary@charter.net  

FEB 

S U M T W E T H F S A

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29      

 JAN 

S U M T W T H F S A

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

  5 General Mtg. *** 17 Board Mtg.   2 General Mtg. ***  14 Board Mtg. 

 

FOR THE LATEST IN TECHNOLOGY 
 

bits.blogs.nytimes.com/  
nytimes.com/pages/technology/personaltech/ 

http://www.healthvault.com/
http://www.stumbleupon.com/
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Hey all you Windows Media Player users out there ï looking for some keyboard shortcuts? Well, load up 
WMP 11, open a video and follow along, because hereôs a bevy of them to try out! 
  
Switch to full mode ï CTRL+1 
 Switch to skin mode ï CTRL+2 
 Switch to the first view in a media category ï CTRL+7 
 Switch to the second view in a media category ï CTRL+8 
 Switch to the third view in a media category ï CTRL+9 
 Play the previous item ï CTRL+B 
 Move the focus to the search box in the library ï CTRL+E 
 Play the next item ï CTRL+F 
 Turn shuffle on or off ï CTRL+H 
 Eject CD or DVD (wonôt work on PCs with two or more CD or DVD disc drives installed) ï CTRL+J 
 Show or hide the Menu Bar (full mode only) ï CTRL+M 
 Create a playlist ï CTRL+N 
 Open a file ï CTRL+O 
 Play or pause a file ï CTRL+P 
 Stop playback ï CTRL+S 
 Rewind video ï CTRL+Shift+B 
 Turn subtitles on or off ï CTRL+Shift+C 
 Fast-forward ï CTRL+Shift+F 
 Play faster than normal speed ï CTRL+Shift+G 
 Play at normal speed ï CTRL+Shift+N 
 Play slower than normal speed ï CTRL+Shift+S 
 Repeat the playlist ï CTRL+T 
 Specify either a URL or path of a file ï CTRL+U 
 Close or stop playing a file ï CTRL+W     ~ Andrew at WorldStart,com 
 

Create Keyboard Shortcuts to Open Programs 
 

Before you get started, you need to create a shortcut for the program to which you want to assign a keyboard 
shortcut. To do this, open the folder that contains the program's executable file, right-click it, and then click 
Create Shortcut. For more information about creating shortcuts to programs, see Create or delete a shortcut. 
 

1. Locate the shortcut to the program that you want to create a keyboard shortcut for. 
2. Right-click the shortcut, and then click Properties. 
3. In the Shortcut Properties dialog box, click the Shortcut tab. 
4. Click in the Shortcut key box, press the key on your keyboard that you want to use in combination with 
Ctrl+Alt (keyboard shortcuts automatically start with Ctrl+Alt), and then click OK. If you're prompted for an ad-
ministrator password or confirmation, type the password or provide confirmation.  
 

If you're using a program that also has a keyboard shortcut using the same key combination as the shortcut 
you just created, then your shortcut might not work.          ~ Miscrosoft.com ð Applies to all editions of Windows 7 

Magic Keys: CTRL+ 
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Word Tips 
By Rosemary Lloyd 

Apps & QR Codes 
By Eileen Bryan 

 

Searching for Documents  
 

Beth notes that in Word 2003, if she 
did not recall the name of a docu-
ment or where it was filed, she could 
search for it by specific text that she 
knew was in the document. She 
could do this either from the Tools 
menu or from the Open dialog box. 
Beth wonders if there is a way to do 
this in Word 2007. 
 

The short answer is yes, there is a 
way. If you display the Open dialog 
box you'll see a search box at the 
upper-right corner.  
 

Type in what you want to find and 
click the small icon that looks like a 
magnifying glass. Word goes to work 
trying to find documents that match 
your search criteria. 
 

The longer answer is no, there is not 
as "full featured" of a search availa-
ble in Word as there used to be in 
older versions of the program.  
 

Instead, more in-depth searching has 
been abandoned in Word itself in fa-
vor of the search capabilities of Win-
dows.  
 

If you haven't used Windows' search 
capabilities, you may want to check it 
out. They will out-perform anything 
you used to be able to do in previous 
versions of Word. 
 

WordTips is your source for cost-
effective Microsoft Word training. 
(Microsoft Word is the most popular 
word processing software in the 
world.) This tip (7336) applies to MS 
Word versions: 2007 
 

More tips can be found at:   
http://word.tips.net 
 

 
 

Boolean Searching 
 

ñBooleanò.will help everyone work 
more efficiently while searching 
on the Internet.  
 

Say youôre looking for a specific 
thing on the web, but every time 
you search it seems as though 
there are too many results, and to 
go through all of them would take 
hours! Boolean operators can 
streamline this process; giving 
you a more refined search. Here 
are a few to try out: 
 

Putting quotes (ñ ñ) around your 
search terms looks for the words 
or phrase exactly as typed. If you 
put in ñGranola Barsò the sites 
returned will have only those 
words in their exact order. This is 
my favorite one to use when Iôm 
looking for a specific file or sub-
ject and want to skip all the 
browsing around. 
 

ñAndò is used to combine search 
terms so that information is only 
retrieved if all terms occur in the 
same document. So if youôre 
looking for ñDoctors and Law-
yersò, type in that phrase, and 
what will be returned are docu-
ments with both keywords in 
them. 
 

ñNotò prevents retrieval of docu-
ments in which specified terms 
occur together. This operator is 
also good to use when a keyword 
has multiple meanings. So the 
search ñmilk not butterò will find 
documents where ñmilkò occurs 
but ñbutterò doesnôt. 
 

ñOrò combines keywords so the 
retrieved documents contain any 
or all of the keywords. Most 
search engines donôt need this 
though, as they assume this as 
the operator being used already. 

 

Source: Andrew  Worldstart.com 
 

Internet Tips 
By Eileen Bryan 

 
 

 
 

 

Donôt Clip Coupons, Click Them 
 
Fed up with the cost of feeding 
your family? Turn to technology to 
slash your grocery bills, suggests 
ShopSmart, the sister publication of 
Consumer Reports. 
 

   Å Phone apps. An Android app, 
Grocery Smarts Lite, tracks prices 
for the latest store circulars of Tar-
get, Walmart, Walgreens, Rite Aid 
and CVS. Grocery iQ, for Android 
or iPhones, highlights real-time dis-
counts for items on your shopping 
list. 
 

Online apps can help you save on 
groceries.  
 

  Å Scanning for savings. "Quick 
response" codes are those square-
shaped barcodes found on some 
packages or store displays. Scan-
ning the codes into an app-loaded 
smartphone can give you on-the-
spot savings. 
 

Some chains, including Stop & 
Shop, put handheld scanners in the 
aisles to let customers scan and 
bag themselves as they shop and 
get discounts. Others, including 
Costco and CVS, have kiosks 
where discount offers are loaded 
onto your membership or loyalty 
card; savings are applied at check-
out when you pay for the products. 
 

  Å  Social networks.  Facebook, 
Twitter & Foursquare are increase-
ingly the spots where grocers post 
coupons and specials. 
 

  Å  Coupon websites. They're noth-
ing new, but consider their potential 
payback. At any time, sites such as 
Coupons.com and Smart-
Source.com have up to 100 click-
and-print coupons, compared with 
only about 30 in newspaper circu-
lars. Check manufacturer and gro-
cery chain websites for additional 
offers.       Source: AARP Bulletin 

http://www.premiummemory.com/
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Remember when a prankster could make himself a general nuisance by calling your home phone and quickly 
hanging up? 
 

The equivalent of a prank call on Skype, the popular voice-over-Internet-Protocol service, can be much more 
than a nuisance. If you are logged in to Skype, a prankster ï or thief or spy ï can effectively track where you 
are and in some circumstances, what you do and even what you download, according to an experiment led 
by Keith Ross, a computer science professor at the Polytechnic Institute of New York University in Brooklyn. 
 

Mr. Ross, along with his collaborators at the French computer research institute, Inria, followed 10,000 ran-
domly selected Skype users over 16 days. 
 

If a userôs Skype application was running, the researchers could call inconspicuously and, in the process of 
placing the call, glean the userôs Internet Protocol address. Every hour, the researchers logged an I.P. ad-
dress for each user. That address could in turn be used to determine the userôs geographic location ï in some 
cases, right down to the ZIP code. 
 

The researchers then winnowed the large sample to a handful of volunteers who agreed to let themselves be 
tracked. In one example, one Skype user was seen logging in to Skype from the network of a New York City 
university, followed by a visit to Chicago, a return to the university and then to his home in France. 
 

Those whose Skype handles are identical or similar to their real names are that much more visible. The re-
searchers could potentially find much more about them on a variety of social networks. 
 

ñIf we had followed the mobility of the Facebook friends of this user as well, we likely would have determined 
who he was visiting and when,ò the researchers said. 
 

It is not enough to refuse a Skype call from a stranger. In a peer-to-peer network, just establishing a connec-
tion between two peers is enough to reveal an I.P. address. That I.P. address can then also be used to look 
for what large files have been downloaded to that device using BitTorrent, a peer-to-peer system that is most 
commonly used to share pirated movies and music. 
 

Skype, which is owned by Microsoft, said it was aware of the issue. ñWe value the privacy of our users and 
are committed to making our products as secure as possible,ò Adrian Asher, the companyôs chief information 
security officer, said in a statement. ñJust as with typical Internet communications software, Skype users who 
are connected may be able to determine each otherôs IP address. Through research and development, we 
will continue to make advances in this area and improvements to our software.ò 
 

Mr. Ross, the computer science professor, suggested the following precautionary measures to avid Skype 
users. Itôs probably best not to leave your Skype application running all the time, just when you are 
planning to make or receive a call. Users are also slightly more protected if they choose a Skype han-
dle that is different from their real name.   Source: The New York TimesðBits   

Skype Can Expose Your Location 

Google Is Now Your Store Directory 
 

Google has done what most mapping companies have yet to do ï gone inside. Google recently launched 
Google Maps 6.0 for Android. This version of mobile Google Maps allows people to see a layout of an indoor 
location, including departments, bathrooms, restaurants, and other stores. It even allows the ability to see 
multiple floor levels. Google hasnôt mapped out every indoor space just yet, however. Locations that are using 
the new indoor mapping are so far limited to buildings and areas that handle large crowds. Google partnered 
with more than 25 major businesses and travel centers including Macyôs, Bloomingdaleôs, and airports in San 
Francisco and Chicago. 
 

The big issue so far with the indoor mapping is the unreliability of GPS indoors. However, Google has been 
able to improve the accuracy of the ñblue dotò feature to approximately 5-10 meters, according to Maps project 
manager Steve Lee. Google also hopes to bring in more businesses and other indoor areas, though it may 
take time as many of these areas are private spaces.      Source: Chad at WorldStart.com  
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You may have never heard of the ACEP, American College of Emergency Physicians, but their new consum-
er website is one you might want to visit. With the number of emergency room visits growing rapidly, this or-
ganization has put together a website where patients can access health information, share stories, and get 
involved in advocacy efforts. www.acep.org 
 

Visits to the emergency department hit a new high in 2006. A record 119.2 million people, up from 115 million, 
were recorded by the Centers for Disease Control, with an average of 227 visits per minute. The American 
College of Emergency Physicians (ACEP) predicts those numbers will only keep rising. 
 

According to the report, age groups with the highest visit rates were infants under 12 months of age and 
those over the age of 75. In fact, people aged 65 and older are the fastest growing segment of the U.S. popu-
lation and are the most likely to be admitted to the hospital of all emergency patients. Researchers conclude 
that visits for patients between 65 and 74 could nearly double from 64 million in 2003 to 111.7 million by 
2013. Despite these numbers, emergency departments continue to close - causing delays for people with se-
rious medical conditions like heart attacks. 
 

In honor of its 40th anniversary, ACEP will be making available video clips featuring emergency medicine pio-
neers, vintage photographs and radio public service announcements. In addition, the organization is launch-
ing a new consumer website, EmergencyCareForYou.org, which features extensive public information. The 
year-long campaign is sponsored in part by General Motors OnStar, Ultrasonix & ZOLL Medical Corporation. 
 

The EmergencyCareForYou website is a comprehensive site that you will want to visit. It has information on 
everything from "how to tell if it is an emergency" to "family disaster preparedness." 
 

One important section of this website talks about how "ICE" and Your Cell Phone Can Help Save Your Life. 
The website states, "Emergency physicians are recommending that people with cellular phones add "ICE'" 
entries into their cell phone address books. This stands for "In Case of Emergency," and medical profession-
als are using it to notify the person's emergency contacts December 2011 3 and to obtain critical medical in-
formation when a patient arrives unconscious or unable to answer questions." 
 

It sounds like a great idea! Check it out. It may save your life. More information can be found at the ICEfor-
Help website www.iceforhelp.com     Permission: Community Computer Club of La VerneðJudy Taylour, Editor 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
  

 NAI ð NETWORK ADVERTISING INITIATIVE   
 

Learn about online behavioral advertising, privacy, cookies, and how this all works!  
http://www.networkadvertising.org/managing/learn_more.asp 

 

Opt Out of Behavioral Advertising  
http://www.networkadvertising.org/managing/opt_out.asp 

 

The NAI Opt-out Tool was developed for the express purpose of allowing consumers to "opt out" of the be-
havioral advertising delivered by member companies. Using the Tool, you can examine your computer to 
identify those member companies that have placed an advertising cookie file on your computer.   
 

To opt out of an NAI member's behavioral advertising program, simply check the box that corresponds to the 
company from which you wish to opt out. Alternatively, you can check the box labeled "Select All" and each 
member's opt-out box will be checked for you. Next click the "Submit" button. The Tool will automatically re-
place the specified advertising cookie(s) and verify your opt-out status. Opting out of a network does not 
mean you will no longer receive online advertising. It does mean that the network from which you opted out 
will no longer deliver ads tailored to your Web preferences and usage patterns.  

http://www.networkadvertising.org/managing/faqs.asp      

"ICE" and Your Cell Phone Can Help Save Your Life                         

http://www.offers.com/


 14 

.ƛƎ .ŜŀǊ /ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ /ƭǳō .ŜŀǊƭȅ .ȅǘŜǎ                                WŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ нлмн 

A while ago we published a comprehensive list of the 10 best websites for free audiobooks. The world hasnôt 
changed, and many of us are still way too busy to sit down and read. We therefore look for refuge in audio-
books, which can make reading possible even for the busiest person. 
 

But most big websites provide similar selections. Should we be limited to mainstream just because we choose 
to read using audiobooks? Not at all. If you love unique books, unknown authors and books you generally 
donôt find in the usual book collections, you can still play the free audiobook game. 
 

These 7 websites provide very interesting books, but the user experience is not always perfect. The books 
are there, and they are all decent quality, but you might have to dig for some really interesting finds. But hey, 
thatôs all part of the fun!    
 

Lit2Go      

 
 

Lit2Go is an audiobook project containing both books and poems, and is run by Floridaôs Educationsl Tech-
nology Clearinghouse. This is a nice collection of fiction books, educational books, poems, short stories and 
more. You can browse by author, title, reading level or subject matter.  http://etc.usf.edu/lit2go/index.htm  
 

Each book is available to download as MP3 or PDF, so Lit2Go can be used as an interesting source for 
eBooks as well. You can also view each book as plain text on a webpage, if you wish to listen on your com-
puter and follow while you read.                             

*** MORE SITES FOR AUDIO BOOKS *** 
 

http://AudioforBooks.com    http://LightUpYourBrain.com     http://FreeMP3AudioBooks.com 
 

10 best websites for free audiobooks  
 

http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/easy-listening-pleasures-10-websites-free-audio-book-downloads/ 
 

Also, www.overdrive.com publishes a HUGE catalog of audio books that are offered through memberships at 
your local library. They have many newer titles, and are compatible with most MP3 players. Only downside is 
that you may have to wait for the title to become available, and the title expires and cannot be played after 14 

days. Did I mention...it's FREE? Just move the audio book title you want to keep out of Overdrive's "My 
Media" folder and it's yours forever!                          Source: MakeUseOf.com 

Top 7 Websites to Find Unique or Unknown Free Audiobooks 

http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/easy-listening-pleasures-10-websites-free-audio-book-downloads/
http://etc.usf.edu/lit2go/index.htm
http://AudioforBooks.com
http://LightUpYourBrain.com
http://FreeMP3AudioBooks.com
http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/easy-listening-pleasures-10-websites-free-audio-book-downloads/
http://www.overdrive.com
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Word: Key Tips 
New versions of Microsoft Office Word have Key Tips, which are special keyboard shortcuts. 
 

Press the ALT key to make the Key Tips appear on the Ribbon, then press the corresponding key on the key-
board to activate the feature or open the tab. For example, you can open the Insert tab in the Ribbon by 
pressing ALT and then pressing N. From there, you can press P to activate the Insert Picture command. 
 

Personalized Screen Saver 
 

You don't have to use the boring Windows screen saver. Instead, use your own folder of photos to personal-
ize your PC. Copy the photos you want to use to a folder on your hard drive. Right-click a blank area on your 
Windows desktop, click Properties, and then click the Screen Saver tab. From the Screen Saver drop-down 
box, click My Pictures Slideshow, and click Browse to designate the appropriate folder of photos. 
 

Mouse Pointer Personalized 
 

If you're tired of the looking at the same old, white-arrow mouse pointer, Windows XP will let you change it to 
something different. From the Start menu, point to Control Panel, point to Settings, and then click Control 
Panel. Double-click the Mouse icon and then click the Pointers tab. Below the Customize box, click Browse, 
and you'll see dozens of different icons you can use for your pointer. To customize in Vista, click the Windows 
button, Control Panel, Mouse (under Hardware And Sound), and the Pointers tab. 
 

Right-Click Copy 
 

When you want to copy a file or folder, you donôt necessarily have to use the left mouse button. You can click 
and drag the file using the right mouse button, too. When you release the button youôll see a small context 
menu prompting you to perform an action. You can Copy Here, Move Here, or Create Shortcut Here. 
 

Lightning Fast Lines 
 

A horizontal line spanning the width of a Word document can be helping in illustrating a clean break in a 
thought. AutoCorrect creates a number of different lines according to three characters you can type. If you 
type three consecutive hyphens, underscores, or equal signs and press enter, Word creates a line, bold line, 
or double line, respectively.   www.smartcomputing.com 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Zoom In On Your Data In Seconds  
  
If your mouse has a wheel, you probably use it to scroll up and down through lengthy worksheets. You may 
not realize that you can also use it to change the zoom percentage for your view of the worksheet. 
 
To do so, hold down the [Ctrl] key and move the scroll wheel. Rolling the wheel down decreases the zoom 
percentage and rolling it up increases the zoom percentage. Note that if you're using Excel 2000, the zoom 
will only go up to 100 percent. 
 
If you'd rather have your mouse wheel zoom by default, choose Tools | Options from the menu bar, switch to 
the General tab, and then select the Zoom On Roll With IntelliMouse check box. After you click OK, rolling the 
wheel zooms and rolling the wheel while holding the [Ctrl] key scrolls up and down the worksheet. (In 2007, 
click on the Microsoft Office Button and choose Excel Options. Click on Advanced, then select the Zoom On 
Roll With IntelliMouse check box.)             
           (2000/2002/2003/2007) 

Smart Computing Tips 

http://www.cheapstingybargainsl.com/
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November 3, 2011  

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING    

      Special Interest Groups (SIG) 

                                                                          

                         Door Prize Winners (left to right)                                                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                        

TracPhone ñ Nickie Rul  

Small yellow pad ñ Carll Pontius 

Push pins ñ Pat Hughes 

Avast software ñ Bob LeCroy 

Camera ñ Doug McIver  

Small notebook ñ Sharon Teeter  

TracPhone ñ Don Odekirk  
 

Not Shown: 50/50 $9.50 ñ Barb Moore  
 

 Order Your BBCC Logo Sweatshirts Now!  
  

Only $26 plus $5 for your name. Great to wear all year long! Two colors available: Cornflower 

Blue & Heather Charcoal. Order at a monthly meeting or by PayPal click here  ñ noting in the 

message box your color choice, size, and name. Ladies: please keep in mind ñ these are S -3XL 

menõs sizes.     

FACEBOOK COMES TO BBCC 
 

The Big Bear Computer Club membership is now able to join Facebook on bigbearcc.org ñ your 

chance to offer suggestions for meetings, topics, speakers, opinions, etc.  

http://www.paypal.com/

